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The Excel attachment to this document has been revised by including comments by EU, Estonia, Latvia, as 
well as CCB and WWF. Latvia has informed that they support in general the actions the actions coloured 
green and can thus lift the study reservation that was placed at HELCOM 42-2021. 

DG BSAP BIO 4-2021 held on 25 March provided input for DG BSAP SEA 3-2021 as follows: 

- DG BSAP BIO 4-2021 agreed that proposed addition by EU “Maintain, develop and extend regulatory 
or voluntary schemes to close key seabird areas and seasons to static net fisheries and to monitor 
incidental catches of seabirds. Extend and develop outreach programmes for the fisheries sector 
concerning their possible impacts on seabird populations.” to action coded BE15/BN05 should rather 
be added to the sea-based segment and invited DG BSAP SEA 3-2021 to consider the proposal. 

- DG BSAP BIO 4-2021 invited DG BSAP SEA 3-2021 to take into account the action BE19  

“By [2022] at the latest, specify knowledge gaps on all threats to the Baltic Proper harbour 
porpoise population, and by [2023] for the western Baltic population, including bycatch and 
areas of high bycatch risk, underwater noise, contaminants and prey depletion, identify 
possible mitigation measures and implement such measures as they become available. 
Knowledge gaps related to areas of high by-catch risk are to be addressed by [2026] and by 
[2028] at the latest additional areas of high bycatch risk for both Baltic Sea populations are 
to be determined.”  

and the proposed target years when considering the by-catch related actions under the sea-based 
activities segment. 

Background 

DG BSAP SEA 2-2021 considered and developed further the actions proposed for the Sea-based activities 
segment, based on the guidance from HOD 59-2020 and comments received in the review processes in 2020. 
DG BSAP SEA 2-2021 agreed that the formulation of some of the actions is already satisfactory (coloured 
green), agreed that the next meeting will focus on the actions that need further work (coloured yellow) and 
set up intersessional processes for drafting these actions.  

The actions for which the formulations were considered acceptable in DG BSAP SEA 2-2021 were presented 
to DG BSAP 5-2021 and most of these actions were endorsed for submission to HELCOM 42-2021 for 
provisional approval. HELCOM 42-2021 agreed in principle on the actions coloured green based on the 
outcome of DG BSAP 5-2021 with the following exceptions: 

- Action SE29: To delete “such as BALTFISH” from the text and be considered as provisionally approved. 
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- Merged actions SN19/ SN20/ SE17/ SE18: no change to formulation but to clarify the action regarding 
the role of HELCOM and EMSA in the supporting document that provides additional information to 
the actions. 

- Merged actions SN01/SE03: To revert the action to yellow and invite Sweden to provide a proposal 
for redrafting the action to DG BSAP SEA 3. 

- Action SN16: Add the word “development” to the formulation and be considered as provisionally 
approved. 

- The Meeting agreed in principle with the inclusion of action SE37 in the updated BSAP, as redrafted 
by FISH 12A-2021. 

In addition, HELCOM 42-2021 took note of a study reservation by Latvia on the actions coloured green in the 
sea-based activities segment and agreed that the actions will remain green unless Latvia will submit a 
concrete text proposal on any of these actions to DG BSAP SEA 3-2021 by the given deadline.  

The list of actions is contained in a separate Excel attachment that has been structurally revised since the 
previous meeting of the Segment Team to provide an easier overview of the actions and comments. The 
actions coloured green have been in principle agreed by HELCOM 42-2021 and the actions coloured yellow 
are to be considered by DG BSAP SEA 3-2021. The proposals based on the intersessional drafting, as 
established by DG BSAP SEA 2-2021, are also included in the Excel attachment.  

Actions that are not coloured in the Excel attachment (white) were not considered by DG BSAP SEA 2-2021 
due to lack of time and will be considered by the present meeting. 

It is possible to submit comments on the yellow coloured and white actions, including concrete proposals for 
redrafting, to the attached Excel document (in column E “Comments”) to the Secretariat 
(susanna.kaasinen@helcom.fi) by 1 April 2021. Column E also includes some comments by FISH 12A-2021 
(online 2 and 4 March 2021) that drafted additional information on the actions related to fisheries to be 
included in a supporting document for the BSAP (see Outcome of FISH 12A-2021). The additional information 
includes, for example, rationale, potential effect and indicator for achievement for the actions. 

DG BSAP 5-2021 took note that there are actions of an ongoing nature (e.g. cooperation with other 
organizations), which do not have a target year and acknowledged the importance of these actions. DG BSAP 
5-2021 agreed that the actions on ongoing cooperation under all segments should be placed at the beginning 
of the operative section to separate them from the actions that have a clear target year. 

DG BSAP 5-2021 agreed that the cross-referencing of actions in different segments of the BSAP will be 
handled by coding the actions and including the relevant codes for reference, both in the lists of actions in 
the BSAP itself and as part of the supplementary information. DG BSAP 5-2021 invited the Secretariat to make 
the first proposal on the cross-references to be reviewed by DG BSAP. 

DG BSAP 5-2021 took note that the EU has identified a possible gap concerning the set of actions. In their 
view, while many actions target by-catch, actions on reducing impact on the seabed from fishing activities 
are lacking. DG BSAP 5-2021 consequently invited DG BSAP SEA 3-2021 to consider this possible gap.  

Action requested 

The Meeting is invited to:  

- consider and develop further the actions for which the formulation has not been agreed (coloured 
yellow and white), taking into account the guidance by DG BSAP 5-2021 and HELCOM 42-2021; 

- propose target years for the actions relevant for the Sea-based activities segment; 
- consider the possible gap in the set of actions identified by the EU and, if appropriate, make 

proposals to fill the gap. 

 

mailto:susanna.kaasinen@helcom.fi
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/FISH%2012A-2021-857/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20FISH%2012A-2021.pdf
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